trustworthy messengers,   unknown to  the king,   to   invite Sambandhar to visit their city.
The youthful Saint received the envoys courteou ly and at once determined to accompany them: but Appa Murti represented the danger of the expedition, and ti ed to dissuade his colleague from undertaking it Saint ndhar answered him by a poem which so impressed him iat he declared his intention of accompanying the saint, 'No, said Sambandhar, your province is in Chola land Here remain, while I am called to a mission in the P; idiyan kingdom'. So Appa Murti unwillingly remained ehind, and the young apostle with the pompous paraphern Ha as a Siva guru, chanting ever the mystic five syllab s, set out on his progress—the greatest expedition of hif life— to Madura. The heretics on all their eight hil were terrified by evil omens and frightful dreams, an came together to Madura to tell one another of th< dread that overwhelmed them. At the approach of him whose name was afterwards to be renowned as destr yer of jains, they warned the King, and prepared >r the contest. The Queen and the prime minister on th other hand, were cheered with good omens and enc< iraging dreams, and foreseeing the destruction of the herel ?s and the revival of the true faith, were exceeding! glad. Hearing the Saint's approach, the prime minist r went forth to meet him, and conducted him to the gi at but now neglected shrine of Siva, where the queen awa ;ed his arrival. He entered with an amazing pomp of a ;ending devotees, while the sacred shells resounded his pra es and proclaimed that the destroyer of heresies had arri\ d. By
